
How’d you get into snowboarding and when was the first time?
Tajai: I think one of my girlfriends took me the first time.

Opio: It was like ’96 or ’97… Tajai had already been riding for a  

couple years. I think it was on my birthday (late April). It was in Tahoe,  

at Northstar. [Turning to Tajai] Did we have a show up there?

T: I think—recording something.

O: Yeah, I was like, f—k it, I’ll go, namsayin’. Then I just caught the 

bug, dude.

Yeah, snowboarders have always been down with Hiero—like 
when Del was on the cover of Blunt (volume 1, issue 1) back in the 
day—so it’s cool that you guys started snowboarding.
T: Yeah, I remember that—that was a long time ago.

O: It used to be crazy, ’cause when we would  go and have a Hiero 

sticker on our boards or something, people would trip out. We’d pull 

up in the parking lot and people would be playing the music. It’s not 

like they was knowing we were gonna be there.

You guys inspired a whole generation to follow their dreams, do 
what they wanna do and stay true to themselves—especially 
with the snowboard and skateboard culture. 
T: ’Cause that’s the shit you guys be doing yourselves! I mean, 

you look at the skaters that go Hollywood…those mutha f—kas 

will never succeed. Or some snowboarder that acts on some  

Hollywood, rockstar shit—where are they now? The dudes that stay 

humble, and do they thang, hit the mountain hard ’cause they love 

riding—not ’cause there’s a photographer or a camera crew there, 

but just ’cause they love doing that shit. Those are the fools that 

are gonna have longevity. And when you look at a dude from Burton 

or Tony Hawk, those dudes are the same as when they first started 

riding. They may have grown as people and as businessmen, but it 

comes down to the love for art form. That’s the shit that’s gonna 

give you longevity. The art form’s gonna show you just as much love 

back as you show to it. Whereas fans are fickle…the media is fickle;  

everybody else is just hype. If you stay true to yourself, you’re 

always gonna be able to do that. As long as you stay challenging 

yourself, you gonna be on top. When you start doing this shit for 

any other reason, that’s when you fall off. 

O: Especially for us, man. I remember being at some skate contest 

in like ’92—Mike Carroll was there—or early ’93, mutha f—kas had 

hella love for us, namsayin’? And that was when we was first starting.  

Ever since day one, mutha f—kas been down for us, so we always 

respected that. Living in the Bay Area, it’s a lot of skaters. I grew 

up around that shit. They knew I always had a lot of respect for ’em. 

They was some real ass, hardcore cats, namsayin’?

T: Even just stylistically wise. We was hip hop dudes and skater 

dudes back then…rock music was the big shit. So we f—ked with 

Motley Crue, and the Clash and all that shit, you know? And we all 

smoked big buds, so we would just kick it with the skaters, even 

skate sometimes. I had the Hosoi Hammerhead and all that.

O: Where we lived at in East Oakland, there was this infamous little 

pool that the skaters would call the Blood Bowl. We would go there 

as little kids and f—k around, and look at these fools like, damn, 

these dudes got some heart! They would pop into this pool and do 

some f—ked up crazy ass shit, yanawmean? That was right by our 

house, and we all grew up in that same area.

And when did you start messing with music?
T: I started rhyming when I was eight, in like ’83. We started rapping 

when we was kids.

O: When I heard rap, it was the only kind of music that I really 

could relate to. There’s a lot of music that I love, and my parents  

used to play a lot of music in the house. But rap was my 

shit—shit that I listened to and they didn’t know about. All the  

older kids around where we stayed at was into breakin’ and 

graffiti—hip hop was like the culture of the youth. Everybody 

just did it, almost naturally. Not everybody, but if you was on that 

there was hella people around to support you. We battled each 

other and we was breakin’ and shit. It wasn’t just only rappin’, it 

was the whole hip hop lifestyle.

T: In the Bay Area, we got some of the best turntablists in 

the world, the best graffiti artists, hella raw ass rappers 

that have been independent doing it on they own—not really 

messin’ with the mainstream. We’re from a creative ass area, 

’cause there’s such a variety of people out there. It’s been 

goin’ down for a long time.

Is this the first time you guys have rode Whistler?
T: Yeah, we always gotta work when we come up here. I’m excited.

O: We never get no time to just chill and enjoy it. Today is like…yeah.
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