


INSIDE THE PRO MODELS

PM

DANNY
KASS

PHOTO BY
NATE ABBOTT

FEBRUARY
2007

YEAR 03
ISSUE 04

SNOUWJBOARD / PRODUCTS, PLACES & PERSONALITIES
SNOWJBOARD-MAG.COM

It’s no secret that Danny Kass is bit of a prankster. Between spray
painting cameramen, shootin’ the shit with Dave Chappelle at the
Olympics, and touring the country in an RV full of his filthy friends,
Danny definitely has a good sense of humor. Even though it’s hard to
get a straight answer outta the guy sometimes, one’s thing’s no joke:
his riding. When Danny straps into his pro-model Gnu snowboard,
nobody laughs. They just watch in awe.

“I have had somewhere around six different boards in many
sizes, even smaller boards for little shredders and skinnier options
for ladies and girly men,” explains Danny. “This one is an “early season
release,” and it will be different because when this comes out, it
will be limited and is in stores right now! Seriously...now! Hopefully,
a shop near you ordered it because it has the famous Mervin
“slightly modified Magne-traction technology,” which turns like a
knife according to Pete Saari [Mervin’s head honcho]”

Mervin's Magne-traction technology uses a serrated edge
to make more contact with the snow while turning, and many of
Mervin's riders are using the design for their pro-model boards.
When he’s not putting together medal-winning halfpipe runs, Danny
finds inspiration for his board in the strangest of places.

“The design for this board came to me in a dream. Combined
with the “slightly modified Magne-traction technology,” it really

only took a few runs before | fell in love. That said—it’s a great
gift for anyone on Valentines Day! Nothing says ‘I love you’ quite
like a Gnu.”

Well, | never said he wasn’t a smart ass. After all, he did make a
snowboard shaped like his penis last year. Hopefully, Danny thought
about more than what was in his pants this time around.

“There is a great feeling of pride, riding a board you designed,
inked or painted,” he says. “Especially the first time you ride a new
one. Knowing what work went into your sword, | mean, board, can
help in a dangerous situation.”

Okay, maybe not. Regardless of where the ideas come from,
it's a sure bet that Danny’s got a lot of 'em. From pro-model
footwear with Vans to his own Grenade outerwear, Danny’s
signature products don’t stop with snowboards. Grab something
with the Kass name on it, and chances are you'll find life just a
little funnier, too.

“I have a boot and slipper coming out with Vans (the DK5),
which | put my craziest ideas into,” adds Danny. “ The DKG and the
DK Punisher are some of my Grenade ideas. | have an SP binding
with some sweet blue colors and a watch coming out with Vestal.
| am also trying to patent the brain implant cell phone with Boost
Mobile, but we'll hafta wait and see about that one.” —Larry Nunez ¢




