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MadChild, Prevail and Rob The Viking
with an army of Swollen Members.

If you happen to see a big black tour 
bus rolling through town with the words 
“Swollen Members” or “Black Magic” 
screened across the entire side, don’t be 
alarmed. There’s not a porno convention 
or a satanic cult gathering taking place 
(sorry to disappoint). Chances are there’s 
just a dope hip-hop show going down 
that night. Either that or the boys  
from Up North are there to ride some 
fresh powder.

Swollen Members is a hip-hop act from 
Vancouver, BC that has been tearing  
up the underground scene for years.  
As four-time Juno Award winners 
(Canada’s Grammys) and Telus Fest 
favorites, Swollen Members are certified 
Platinum in their homeland. Now they  
are looking to bring some of that 
Canadian flavor down south.

The group is made up of emcees 
Madchild, Prevail and DJ/Producer Rob 
the Viking, all originally hailing from 
the Vancouver/Vancouver Island area. 
Although Mad and Prev first met when 
they were both briefly living in California 
in the mid nineties, it wasn’t until a year 
and half later when they hooked up at a 
house party back in Vancouver, started 

freestyling and silenced the crowd, 
mesmerizing everyone with their flows.

“We realized we had chemistry,” 
says Prev, “And the next day Swollen 
Members was formed.”

Always independently distributed  
on Madchild’s Battle Axe Records, the 
Swollen Members have been about 
that trunk-of-the-car type shit from the 
get-go. As masters of their own destiny, 
the Battle Axe label has put out albums 
from artists like Moka Only, Sweatshop 
Union and Son Doobie in addition to the 
Member’s last four releases.

“Mad always had the vision on how to 
get the music out there,” explains Prev. 
“He’s the hardest working man I know, 
balancing the music and being a  
business man. It’s a tough line to walk.”

Getting it out there includes non-stop 
touring, and Swollen Members are  
no strangers to life on the road. On the 
most recent Black Magic Tour, they  
hit almost every mountain town in the 
US, bringing their unique brand of party 
music to local shreds. It also gave  
the boys a chance to snowboard more 

often, something they all enjoy. Now 28, 
Rob’s been snowboarding since he  
was rockin’ a Sims Switchblade at age 12.

“We don’t plan our tours around 
snowboarding, but we definitely try to go 
places where we can ride ‘cause we  
love to do it,” says Rob. “It’s a great 
thing to be able to do when you’re on 
the road working hard. It’s definitely my 
favorite pastime besides making music.”

The group has always had a strong  
connection to the skate and snow scenes, 
not only because they ride but through 
mutual friendships and affiliations 
with guys like Vancouver’s notorious 
Red Dragons. Their songs have been 
featured in many soundtracks to skate 
and snow flicks, and a Battle Axe 
compilation album was even included 
with Forum’s film, True Life.

“It ended up being a natural thing where 
we were progressing with the music 
and our friends succeeded in their line 
of work and turned their thing into a 
business as well,” Prev says of the 
cross-pollination between the hip-hop 
and snow/skate scenes. “Snowboarding 
brings me a lot of inspiration in life when it 

comes to making music. When you  
have a good day on the mountain then 
come down and write a verse or rock  
a rhyme in the studio, it’s sick.  
Hopefully in turn we can encourage 
someone else and help them get their 
game to the next level too.”

Despite getting to explore areas of 
Colorado, Utah and the interior of British 
Colombia last winter, the crew’s favorite 
spots are the ones closest to home.  
Rob cites Mt. Baker as one of his personal 
favs, while Whistler of course, is also at the 
top of the list. “There’s so much terrain it 
never feels like you’re limited to one area.”

With a Skullcandy Callbo headphone 
and bandana last year and 1500 limited 
edition Swollen Member DC shoes, the 
guys have taken their ties with skate  
and snow brands to the next level. 
Whether they’re rocking out on stage 
with Rob and Big or just cruising around 
Park City, the Swollen Members are 
always in the mix.
 
“We never really marketed our music 
to skaters or snowboarders,” explains 
Prev. “It’s just something that was part 
of our life.”


