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Solid Mfg.Co. was one of the 
original rider owned and operated 
snowboard companies of the early 
1990s, started by a 20-year old 
snowboarder named Neil Rankin 
and a close group of friends. 
With riders like Jeff and Kurt Wastell, 
Tarquin Robbins, Willie McMillon 
and a heavily skate in� uenced im-
age, Solid established itself as one 
of the most sought after brands of 
the time. They quickly went from 
a � edgling start-up to a company 
with over a million dollars in sales 
in a matter of months, and 
manufactured snowboards right 
out of the heart of the Colorado 
Rockies in South Park County 
(yup, that South Park). 

With orders for thousands of 
boards from Japanese distributors 
and a strong local following, the 
number of employees skyrock-
eted. Even future pros like Mikey 
LeBlanc and Chad Otterstrom 
spent time pressing boards 
in the factory. But with the rapid 
expansion and the inexperience 
of the young crew, it soon got out 
of control. Between quality issues, 
mismanaged funds and investor 
setbacks, after only three short 
years, Solid was forced to go out 
of business. “The growth was 
so explosive,” Neil recalls. “We 
knew how to make boards in low 
numbers, but when we went to 
doing two and three shifts per day, 
we lost control of the pro� t. 
Plus the production on our biggest 
year started four months late 
because we had a con� ict with 
one of our partners, and we were 
forced to play catch up. Eventually 
it killed us.”

Ever since the factory doors 
closed, Rankin and Wastell have 
always talked about bringing 
Solid back to life. That day has 
� nally come.

“Before this new Solid I’ve had 11 
other pro models. Four with Solid, 
one with Lamar, one with World 
Industries, three with Sims and 
two with Sapient,” explains Kurt. 
“This new Solid goes back 
to the original boards in terms 
of performance and design. 

The boards were cool, but the 
company crew was even better. 
Solid had such a family style 
vibe that doesn’t happen much 
anymore.”

With a long list of previous 
sponsors, Kurt de� nitely knows 
what he’s looking for in a pro 
model snowboard. As part owner 
of the newly resurrected Solid, he 
can make the new boards exactly 
the way he wants them, without 
any interference from corporate 
owners or worried investors. 

“I like a board that has a sick 
design, that turns well and has 
that real feel to it,” says Kurt.  
“I need to ollie knowing that the 
board is going to respond like 
it should, with man pop. I have 
always liked a 156 so that 
is my mid-sized board and my 
shape is pretty blunt but not too 
blunt, kind of skate-like.”

After testing out a couple of 
prototypes throughout the 06/07 
season, Kurt � nalized the design 
and graphics. Neil even sought 
out Jason Freeman, one of the 
brand’s early artists, to bring back 
that signature Solid look.

“The other product that I am 
involved with is the Vans Fargo 
boot,” adds Kurt. “Vans does 
an insane job of getting our 
feedback.”

Kurt spends most of his winter 
in Salt Lake City, Utah, riding 
backcountry, streets and resorts 
alike. Though he spent a couple 
of seasons in Colorado during 
Solid’s early years, Utah’s plentiful 
snowfall is hard to beat.

“I grew up partially in Utah 
and partially in California; 
I � rst started riding in the 
San Bernadino Mountains of 
SoCal—Big Bear and Mountain 
High,” says Kurt. “I’ve been in 
Salt Lake City for seven more 
years now though, and I’m just 
going with Brighton as my favorite. 
So much to do for such a small 
mellow place.” 

Look for more riders on the Solid 
team in the months to come as 
Kurt and company continue to 
bring the old program back to 
life. With limited resources and a 
minimal budget to start with, Solid 
is counting on the support that 
only real snowboarders trying to 
make it on their own once again 
can bring.

“I’m stoked to say that Solid 
is made in the USA like it was 
originally, and that Neil Rankin and 
Ron Bureta are just as involved 
as I am,” claims Kurt. “Solid has 
made a huge impact on my life 
and riding the boards again 
is a real trip.”


