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When it comes to Norway and snowboarding, one name almost
always comes to mind: Terje. Although young campers at Mt. Hood
can occasionally be heard uttering the words, “Who’s Terje?” (yes,
really), the impact he’s had on snowboarding is undeniable. But now
there’s a new Norwegian export who might just have the same
effect on the next generation of riders. His name is Andreas Wiig.
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Though not quite as well known as Terje, Andreas (or Mandreas

as many of his peers call him) certainly has the Haakon Factor pumping
through his veins. He grew up in the small town of Asker, just outside
of Oslo, riding a local mountain known as Vardasen.

“It’s a five minute walk from where | grew up,” says Andreas.

“It’s only about a 1000 feet from
top to bottom, so | got a lot of runs
in every day. Could sound a little
boring, but | loved it!”

With a mountain literally in his
backyard, it’s no wonder he rides
with such technical precision.
These days he prefers to hit giant
backcountry booters in Tahoe
filming with the MDP crew, showing
the rest of us how they do it back
in Norway. Known for his flawless
execution of spins and a near
100% stomp ratio, Andreas has
been in high demand for quite
some time. After a brief stint with
Omatic snowboards, Andreas
moved over to Nitro, and today has
the second pro model of his career.

“When | started riding for Nitro

in December 2006, | needed to
make a pro model really quick,” he
explains. “I didn’t want to take

any chances by making a board
from scratch, so | picked the model
| liked the best and changed it to
my preference. The board is a little
bit stiffer and snappier than the
boards I've ridden before.”

Since Andreas rides equally well
in the pipe or cruising the powder,
he wanted a twin tip shape with a
slightly directional flex. Nitro’s Misfit
series was the platform on which
the board was based, with some
of the same specs but a slightly
different flex pattern. “It has a
‘mid-flex” and a little stiffer tail and
nose, so when | land in the
backseat the board will still keep
me up by flexing in between the

bindings,” says Andreas.

“I definitely went through a
prototype or two before it felt right,
and we changed the flex quite a
bit throughout the season. | was
very specific about that, because
it’s the most important thing about
the board. I've spent a lot of time
getting it just the way | want it,

and all the small changes make big
differences.”

Offered in three different sizes (152,
156 and 158.6), the Andreas pro
model is made to accommodate
almost any rider. Ideally, one board
can handle it all and that’s exactly
how he designed this one.

“The perfect board needs to make
snowboarding fun, but at the same

Mt. Hood Meadow, Oregon.

time, it needs to have the stability
and strength to make me trust

it,” he explains. “It's powerful and
performs good for the big stuff,

but it’s still fun jibbing around doing
tail blocks and slashes. My board
also allows a wider stance, since
mine is 26 inches.”

Along with a Raiden binding,
Andreas also has a pro model Vans
jacket and pant (BFJ and BFP),

a Protec helmet and a Grenade
glove, aptly titled the “Mandreas”.
He put just has much effort in
designing these products as the
board, and all the fine details have
resulted in true custom products.
There’s no guarantee they’ll help
you ride as well as he does,

but it certainly can’t hurt to try. £




