


“Those type of spots are cool because it’s like a special exclusive 
performance for you and some friends,” says Ev. “As long as people 
put out good energy then performers will keep coming back to those 
spots, ‘cause we hear about that shit.”
	 “Rocking a show is a science, it’s an art form,” Rakka  
continues. “When we first formed as Dilated we were dealing with the 
backlash of what happened in the late ‘80s and early ‘90s—when 
venues weren’t booking rap groups, people weren’t giving rap tours 
insurance, police were being problematic, and city councils were  
trying to shut down events. It was a time when the field was a little 
more open and we were able to get out there and show by example 
what a boom bap show is to cats that hadn’t grown up in our era and 
seen that before…what a real DJ can do on stage, what it is when  
two cats are real emcees—not just had a dope song—and now they’re 
on stage with microphones doin’ it. We got a chance to bring that to 
the table and build a reputation—now it’s all about maintaining.”
	 Maintaining their rep as live mic destroyers is easy with the 
support of the entire hip-hop community, as evidenced by one of 

the early stops on the tour in Portland, Oregon. Their club date just 
happened to fall on the same night that Kanye West’s arena-packing 
“Glow In The Dark” tour was in town, and Yeezy himself came through 
to perform “This Way” with the Dilated crew for a lucky crowd of about 
a hundred people.
	 “That just proves that you don’t need an elaborate stage show 
if you really have the core essence of what it is,” Rakka explains.  
“For a cat like Kanye to rock a show that costs him upwards of six 
figures every night just to put on—then come grab a dented up  
microphone on a small-ass stage, step over some wires and rock a 
show at a nightclub, right after playing a huge stadium.”  
	 As always, Dilated is heavy on the grind for 2009. Along 
with Babu’s Duck Season III that dropped in October ’08, Rakka is  
working on his first solo album Crown of Thorns and the second 
Evidence solo joint is already underway. Of course, a fifth Dilated 
album is in the works as well. 

Check out www.dilatedpeoples.com for the latest news, tour dates and more. 

Rakka and Evidence live on stage. DJ Babu cuttin’ it up.
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