
“If it wasn’t for him, I might not have ever even started snowboarding,” says 
Marc Frank. “I got to ride with him a few times up at Vail and would watch 
him do his � at ground shit and get all stoked. All I cared about back then 
was skateboarding, and he made it look like skateboarding so that’s what 
made me want to do it too.”
 Growing up in Florida isn’t exactly the childhood you would expect 
from a snowboarder, but Tarquin spent his youth skating, sur� ng and riding 
BMX and motocross bikes—developing his style across many platforms. 
After seeing shots of skaters like Steve Caballero in Thrasher riding 
snowboards in the Tahoe backcountry, he was instantly curious about the 
new way to shred.  
 “This was the mid-eighties, so the only media snowboard stuff was 
still very ski orientated, very dayglow and elitist,” recalls Tarquin. “I liked the 
idea of skating on snow, but didn’t want any part of the squeaky clean ski 
image that was the start of the sport. When I � nished high school I drove to 
Boulder, Colorado and just started to ride. I always knew it was something 
I was gonna do full-time but was surprised how quickly I turned pro.”
 Tarquin got his � rst pro model in 1991 with Aggression Snowboards, 
and instantly built a reputation as one of the most stylish and unique riders 
at the time. After Aggression, there was a short stint with Evol Snowboards 
(Tony Magnusson’s company) before hooking up with Solid Mfg.
 “I gotta say I had such a blast; that was the whole reason I wanted 
to ride, just to go out there and ride anything and everything,” says Tarquin. 
“They were a great bunch of guys who all rode with passion. My last ride 
was with Division 23, which I gotta say felt way too corporate, and I guess is 
why I quit in the end. I was at my best performance-wise, but it just wasn’t 
me. By the end of ‘98 I’d had enough and wanted to do something different. 
I loved every moment of riding as long as it was on my own terms…kinda 
goes against the idea of being a pro, but it’s still a reason why most people 
start to snowboard in the � rst place.”
 After walking away from his professional snowboarding career, 
Tarquin spent some time in his native South Africa as a dive instructor 
and traveling the world sur� ng for fun. These days he’s based in London, 
England, working for Harley Davidson UK.
  “I race motocross to keep myself sane, as well as doing the sport 
bike thing for the last eight years,” he explains. “Lots of track time and 
lots of trips to Europe...shit loads of fun at stupid speeds! And yes, I do 
occasionally ride a Harley, but they’re not really my cup of tea. I still kinda 
pay attention to what is going on in snowboarding and was way stoked 
to see the progression of all the rail stuff; as long as there are guys and 
girls pushing the boundaries, I will always support the sport. I loved every 
moment riding and know I will never stop.”  
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The fi rst two snowboard videos I ever watched 
were Justin Hostynek’s Anthem and Whitey’s 
Caffeine, both breakout fl icks at the time (1993). 
These movies were the sole reason I started 
riding, mainly due to Tarquin Robbins’ parts 
featuring huge, steezed-out backside 180s to 
a soundtrack by The Coup. Along with Nate Cole, 
Dale Rehberg and a few others, Tarquin brought 
a skate style to the snow that had not yet been 
seen and would later be perfected by riders like 
Marc Frank and Mikey LeBlanc. Even though 
he ended up bailing out of the scene a few 
years later, Tarquin left a lasting impression on 
skaters-turned-shredders everywhere and ushered 
in the new era of modern day snowboarding 
as we know it.


