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When most people hear the word “supermodel,” certain names come to mind: 
Heidi Klum, Kate Moss, Gisele Bündchen…but there’s an often-overlooked 
segment of the fashion world—the elusive male supermodel. Yeah sure,  
we’ve all seen Zoolander and had a good laugh (some of us many times),  
but if anyone coined the term for reals, it’s Tyson Beckford. The Bronx-born 
son of Jamaican parents experienced a varied cultural upbringing, traveling 
between New York and the West Indies as a child (which could account  
for his debonair nature). Between his time as a self-described, “urban cowboy 
riding the Iron Horse,” and exploring his exotic heritage, Tyson developed a 
unique style and personality that no doubt played a role in his future success.

While attending high school in upstate New York, Tyson excelled  
at traditional sports like football and basketball, building up his  
now-famous physique, but eventually he decided that the professional 
route wasn’t in the cards. “I was very good up until college,” he says,  
“but my knees couldn’t take it anymore. So I said, ‘You know what?  
I want to be an actor.’”
	 It’s not an easy business to break into, and like any aspiring actor, 
Tyson had his share of struggles. “I was doing the auditioning thing, 
and that just wasn’t working,” he explains. “Somebody said, ‘Hey, you 
should try the modeling business.’ That took off, and after that I just 
kept rolling with it. But I told myself, ‘Once I get to a certain point,  
I’m gonna go back to film.’”
	 Tyson proved to be successful navigating both worlds, starring 
in several films, like Biker Boyz, Into the Blue and of course, the unfor-
gettable cameo in Zoolander’s infamous “walk-off” scene. [Sorry, I had 
to mention it again…love that movie!] More recently, he has produced 
his first two films, Hotel California and Kings of the Evening, and the  
second season of his hit television show Make Me a Supermodel is  
airing this month on Bravo. When asked how the show differs from  
similar programs, Tyson explains that his version is a little more 
grounded in the reality of life as a working model in the big city.
	 “It’s about taking regular people off the street who have regular 
jobs, and may have dabbled in modeling but never really were  
successful. So I teach them everything that I know about the business 
to try and make them better models as far as catwalks, photo shoots and  
everything that you can imagine that models go through. We put them 
in a real working environment; it’s not a made-for-TV kind of thing. 
They get sent on real castings, we make them get on the train, you 
know. There are no limos to take them around. We keep it real.”
	 Along with casting calls and photo shoots, the hopeful models 
have to perform a catwalk show in front of judges working in the in-
dustry: a representative from an agency, a former supermodel, a work-
ing photographer and a high-end clothing designer. With co-host Nikki 
Taylor by his side, Tyson is helping make models’ dreams come true—
whether they happen to be men or women.
	 “You know, there are men involved in this industry as well,” he 
reminds us. “And the men are starting to make some serious headway 
and some serious dollars. But this business is not an overnight thing; 
the main thing is patience and having a tough skin. Be prepared for 
rejection. Because not everybody’s gonna like your look. I got turned 
down many times before they ‘discovered’ me.”
	 When Tyson’s not on the set, he uses a wide array of activities to 
satisfy his thirst for recreation, all going back to his original love for 
skateboarding as a child. 
	 “I started skateboarding when I was about six, and still skate 
to this day,” he says. “I was a big Mark Gonzalez fan. When Vision 

Street Wear came out, I was down with that. Then I eventually got into  
snowboarding and surfing—I was just in Australia doing that [surf-
ing]. I get down everywhere, you know, worldwide. I do everything from  
motocross to Motor GT…I’m really like an adrenalin junkie.”
	 Tyson enjoys spending time on the slopes with his ten-year-old 
son in SoCal spots like Mammoth and Big Bear. He’s a big fan of  
Burton gear, and as with many celebrities, Burton gets him dialed for 
the winter.
	 “I remember when Burton first came out with their snowboards, 
with the ‘V’ in the back, shaped like a fishtail,” he recalls. “I was about 
14. I didn’t really have the funds to get a snowboard back then, but 
when I finally did, I really got into it. I’ve been talking about hitting  
Mt. Hood forever and just haven’t done it; Colorado always gets tons  
of good powder and parks. I like to get down wherever, if I can find  
the time to get there.”
	 Between modeling gigs, producing movies, hosting television 
shows and feeding his need for action, Tyson is a man on the move. 
During this year’s Gumball 3000, women asking for photographs and 
more constantly bombarded him.  
	 “Oh man, that never stops,” he confesses. “I’m single because it’s 
hard to find a girl that can deal with all the traveling. It’s not so much 
the women flirting and the constant picture taking, it’s more, ‘When 
are you coming home?’ It sucks for any girl that dates me, because  
I’m always on the plane, living out of a suitcase. But that’s the life  
I love and you know, that’s probably why I’m not married yet. It’s all 
good though, I’m not complaining. When it’s right, it’s right, and it’ll 
come, you know?”
	 So what kind of qualities is an international man of Tyson’s  
stature looking for?
	 “I definitely look for someone with a sense of humor, adventurous, 
athletic…somebody with their shit together,” he describes. “She can’t 
be sitting at home all day doing nothing. I’m all about going out and  
doing things, whether we’re going snowboarding or taking out one of 
the drifter cars, my four wheelers or the dirt bike. You know, the chick 
that’s still girly but not afraid to get dirty. That’s the kind of girl I’m 
looking for. But yet she still likes to get cleaned up and get her hair done 
and her nails done, you know? It’s a ‘universal woman,’ I call her.”
	 It sounds to me like Tyson needs a woman who snowboards! No one 
knows life on the road better than a seductress of the slopes, and  
to keep up with a high-energy dude like Mr. Beckford, it sounds like a 
perfect match. So has he found any femme fatales that fit the bill?
	 “Not yet…I got my eye on this one chick,” he admits. “She claims 
she can do stuff, but we’ll see. A snowboard girl would be nice; not only 
are they fabulous at what they do, but they’re beautiful at the same 
time. And they’re in shape, ‘cause you gotta have some strong legs to 
snowboard…so you know they have some really nice butts on ‘em too!”


