





Andrew Hardingham. Photo by Dan Hudson.

Winter is the real deal though, and the snow stacks up throughout
the entire region. There are high-alpine glaciers that get blanket-
ed with white stuff on the daily, along with tree runs, gullies and
pillow lines galore. Springtime offers the safest and most stable
snow pack, so show up with your bankroll in April to get into some
steeper terrain and challenging chutes. Wiegele’'s knowledgeable
guide staff caters to all levels and abilities, and with the right
group, they're not afraid to search out some secret stashes that
will have you smiling all week long.

There’s a ton of options when it comes to choosing a pack-
age, but since we're living out the ultimate fantasy here, let’'s go
with the private tour. During the high season (January 14th — April
8th), for a cool $133,448, you and nine of your closest friends can
snatch the Bell 212 (think “Ride Of The Valkyries” in Apocalypse
Now) for seven days and have the heli completely at your disposal.
Or narrow your crew down to just four riders and grab the A-Star
B2 for only $72,114. The Bell package includes two guides for the
ten-person group, while the A-Star is just your crew and a guide.
The private packages will get you about 11 hours of flying time,
with additional hours running around $4,200 for the Bell 212 and
$2,600 for the A-Star. Early and late season prices are slightly
less expensive and flight time varies accordingly. You can also go
with semi-private tours that consist of two groups sharing the
chopper instead of just one; you'll get a better price per rider that
way and log almost the same amount of flying time.

And for those of us who didn’t win the lotto, there are rea-
sonably affordable packages as well. The Deluxe and Elite tours
accommodate three groups per heli, with unlimited vertical and

80,000 and 100,000 feet of vertical lift guaranteed, respectively.
These types of tours range from around $6,700 to $10,500
depending on the time of year, while three and five-day packages
are offered during the early season for even less. Not too bad
of a deal—keep in mind, all these prices are in Canadian dollars.
Of course, everything at Wiegele's is included in your stay—

luxury lodging, gourmet dining, high-end equipment rentals
and transportation from the Kamloops Airport.

Although the majority of Wiegele’'s clients are still skiers,
there is strong support and a welcoming attitude toward snow-
boarding for any level of rider. With locals like Jonas Guinn and
Michelle Wiegele stationed in Blue River all winter long, there’s a
good chance they might pop up in the empty seat next to you.
Because 60 percent of guests return yearly, and 80 percent every
twa years, Wiegele’'s gets booked far in advance so call ahead to
get the week you really want. &

CONTACT:

Mike Wiegele Helicopter Skiing
Box 159, Harrwood Drive

Blue River, British Columbia,
Canada VOE 1J0

1-800-661-9170

www.wiegele.com
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