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Shaun White: In The Spotlight

When kids meet their heroes it's always a special event, even more
so if the hero behaves in such a respectful manner. Though Shaun
gains fans from his feats on his board, he keeps them by remaining
as approachable and down to earth as time allows. When asked

if meeting anyone had a similar impact on himself, he continued his
story about skateboarding next to a rock and roll legend.

“So | get on the vert ramp and there’s Slash, and | love Guns and
Roses,” he remembers. “| swear to God, | thought he pointed at
me. | was across the ramp, so by the time | dropped in and got
to the other side he was gone. | thought I'd lost my chance to meet
him. So | was all bummed and | went to the Target box to watch
the motocross and he was in there! | went up and said, ‘Hey I'm

a big fan and | was wondering if you would sign my shirt,” and he
was so cooll He looked at me and in this super deep voice said,
‘Sure man. | was kinda star struck when | saw you up there on the
ramp.’ | was like, ‘What!?! What did you just say to me?’

That was crazy, | was just blown away at that point. He was super
cool and that was when | realized that you look at these people
and put them on a pedestal but they’re usually just normal people
after you get to know them. That was one of the coolest
experiences of my life. | guess that’s the weird respect that
musicians and athletes and actors share.”

It may sound pretentious, but it’s not easy to go through life
under constant threat of assault from adoring fans. Even in

On the Amex commerical set with Martin Scorsese. Mark Ervin photo.

this desolate landscape, the crew carries old habits with them, and
although by this time of night no one really seems concerned about
us walking into the restaurant on our way to dinner, Shaun

calls out, “Yo Adam, I'm falling behind.”

There’s a constant sense of anxiousness, and it easy to see
how the new celebrity aspect of his life can be frustrating at
times. After waiting until 9:30 pm for our reservation, we finally
get a table in the packed restaurant and a middle-aged

woman approaches him with a camera, hoping for a photo op.
Weary from a long day of travel, autographs, interviews and
handshakes...he politely declines. We take our time, enjoying
the Chilean wine and laughing about stories from the road.
The restaurant clears out a bit and some calm finally falls over
the table. Shaun gets up, says he’s tired and he’s heading
back to the hotel.

“You're sure?” Adam and Jesse ask.
“Yeah, I'm cool,” he replies.

It's not a far walk, but | imagine that some time alone without
worrying about what’s going to happen is a rare opportunity for
the young star—something to be savored. Strolling through

a dark and empty parking lot, even if only for a brief moment,
Shaun White gets to feel like a regular kid again. ¢+




