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is to be aired to millions of people whose only perception
of snowboarding is Shaun White holding the gold medal.
For someone of Todd’s caliber to accept that challenging role
is a victory in itself. But don’t think that's gonna get him off
the snow anytime soon. Todd’s still riding as hard as ever,
ushering in the next round of rippers with the help of his own
company, O-Matic Snowboards.

“Getting our little brand off the ground while still filming
and shooting photos—all of those are totally full-time jobs in
themselves,” he professes. “Throw being a dad of two on top
of that and it’s enough to make me tired just saying it. But
| don’t think about it. | just put my head down and do what
needs to be done. It makes me really appreciate the time | get
on my board though, and having a company gives me a lot of
pride in what | ride. They all complement each other.”

In between globe-trotting to announce and assist with
production of events like the X-Games and the U.S. Open
and maintaining a winter home in Breckenridge, Colorado,
Todd’s seven-year old son and a four-year old daughter
definitely keep his hands full. But of course, we wouldn’t
expect anything less from The Champ.

“First of all, my wife deserves all the credit here,” Todd
is quick to admit. “She has been the one to make the ultimate
sacrifice in her life. ‘Living the dream’ is what pays the bills,
but for me, it definitely grounds me more to be responsible
for others beside myself. It's an amazing feeling to have a
family that can’t wait for you to get home. It really gives you
a purpose in life other than jump that, go here, go there, buy
this and do that.”

As one of the most amicable and entertaining personalities
in the industry, Todd still has legions of fans and commands
great respect throughout the snowboard world. For the
icon that he is, he remains humble as ever and grateful for
the many opportunities snowboarding has provided him.
His dedication to his craft, his job and ultimately, his
representation of our lifestyle has been an inspiration to
countless riders around the world and is part of the reason
that snowboarding has become what it is today.

“I just really want to say thanks to the entire community
of snowboarding over the years,” he expresses. “From the
industry to the fellow riders to all of the kids who have said
nice things...you guys and girls really gave a kid who didn’t
fit in at high school a great life. And for all you up-and-
comers: Never burn a bridge, never, ever. Even if situations
are totally fucked, sometimes you just have to bite your
tongue and turn the other cheek. You may need lift tickets
some day and that dude who is raking that jump who you
just sprayed and flipped off might be the marketing manager
in three years. Stay classy snowboarding, and thanks so
much, seriously.”

No Todd, thank you. £
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